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APPENDIX A

U.S. MILITARY DECORATIONS

A. This Appendix contains a brief description of the various decorations that have been
authorized for the Armed Forces of the United States:

B. Those decorations include the following:

1. MOH (U.S. Navv, U.S. Marine Corm. U.S. Coast Guard)

a. Authorized by Section 6241 title 10, U. S. C., “Medal of Honor (reference (xx)).

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 6241 (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service
members) and 14 U.S.C. (U.S. Coast Guard Service members) (references (xx) and (yy)) by the
President of the United States in the name of the Congress. The MOH may be awarded to
Service members of the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps, and the U.S. Coast Guard who
distinguish themselves conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their lives above
and beyond the call of duty under any of the following circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

a. Authorized by Congress through “A Resolution to Provide for the Presentation of
Medals of Honor,” July 12, 1862, as amended.

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 3741 (reference (zz)) by the President of the United
States in the name of the Congress. The MOH may be awarded to members of the U.S. Army
who distinguish themselves conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of their lives
above and beyond the call of duty under any of the following circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

A-1



(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

3. MOH (U.S. Air Force)

a. The basis for the U.S. Air Force medal is the legislation authorizing the U.S. Army
medal. It was authorized specifically for the U.S. Air Force upon enactment of Section 8741,
title 10, U.S.C. (reference (aaa)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 8741, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (aaa)), by the President of
the United States in the name of the Congress. The MOH maybe awarded to members of the
U.S. Air Force who distinguish themselves conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of their lives above and beyond the call of duty under any of the following conditions:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

4. Brevet Medal (U.S. Marine Corps)

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, June 7, 1921.

b. In recognition of distinguished service and conduct in the presence of the enemy during
the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrection, and the
Boxer Rebellion in China, brevet commissions for bravery in action were conferred on selected
officers of the Marine Corps. However, no medal or badge accompanied the commission.

c. In 1921, based on a recommendation by the Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps,
Major General John A. Lejeune, the Brevet Medal was established. That medal was to be
awarded to all those whose brevet commissions were confumed by the U.S. Senate. At the time
the Brevet Medal was authorized, it was awarded to 23 officers, 3 of whom already held the
MOH. However, the Brevet Medal decoration is no longer awarded by the Department of the
Navy.

5. Distinguished Service Cross

a. Authorized by Section 3742, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (bbb)).

A-2



Sep 12, 96
DOD 1348.33-M

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3742, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (bbb)), to Service
members who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Army, distinguish themselves by
extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of the MOH under any of the following
circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

6. Navy Cross

a. Authorized by Section 6242, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (ccc)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 6242, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (ccc)) to persons who,
while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Navy or U.S. Marine Corps, distinguish themselves
by extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of the MOH under any of the following
circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) Wile engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not belligerent party.

7. Air Force Cross

a. Authorized by Section 8742, title 10, U.S .C., “Air Force cross: award.”

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 8742, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (ddd)) to Service
members who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Air Force, distinguish themselves by
extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of the MOH under any of the following
circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign .
force.
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(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

8. Defense Distinguished Service Medal

a. Authorized by E.O. 11545 (reference (i)).

b. Awarded by the Secretary of Defense to any military officer of the United States who,
while assigned to a joint staff or activity, distinguishes himself or herself by exceptionally
meritorious service in a position of unique and great responsibility. R shall not be awarded to
any officer, for a period of service for which a Service Distinguished Service Medal, or similar
decoration, has been awarded.

9. Certificate of Merit

a. Authorized through “An Act to Establish the Certificate of Merit,” March 3, 1847.

b. Originally the certificate was created to recognize privates in the U.S. Army for
gallantry in action or for specially meritorious service in peacetime. For over 50 years, the
Certificate of Merit was a certificate that was awarded by the President of the United States.
However, in 1905 a medal was designed for holders of that certificate.

c. In 1918, the Congress discontinued the Certificate of Merit Medal. Holders of that
obsolete medal, on request and with the surrender of their Certificate of Merit Medal, were
authorized award of the Distinguished Service Medal. Sixteen years later, the policy was
changed and those whose Certificates had been replaced by Distinguished Service Medals were
authorized to have them replaced instead with the Distinguished Service Cross.

d. During its 7 l-year history, a total of 1,211 enlisted members of the U.S. Army received
the Certificate of Merit Award,

10. Distimzuished Service Medal

a. The U.S. Army Medal was authorized by the Secretary of War on January 12, 1918 and
subsequently authorized by Congress through the “Fiscal Year 1919 Army Appropriations Act,”
July 9, 1918. The U.S. Navy medal is authorized by Section 6243, title 10, U.S.C. (reference
(eee)). The basis for the U.S. Air Force medal is the legislation authorizing the U.S. Army
medal; the U.S. Air Force design change was done in 1961. The U.S. Coast Guard medal is
authorized by Section 492, title 14, U“.S.C. (reference (fff)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3743, title 10, U.S.C. (U.S. Army Service members)
(reference (ggg)), Section 6243 of reference (eee) (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service
members), Section 8743 of reference (hhh) (U.S. Air Force Service members), and Section 492,
title 14, U.S.C. (reference (fff)) (U.S. Coast Guard Service members). The Distinguished Service
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Medal is awarded to Service members who, while serving in any capacity of the Armed Forces of
the United States, distinguish themselves by exceptionally meritorious service to the Government
in a duty of great responsibility.

11. Transportation Distinmished  Service Medal

a. Authorized by Executive Order 12824 (reference (iii)).

b. Awarded by the Secretary of Transportation to a member of the Coast Guard who has
provided exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great responsibility while assigned in the
Department of Transportation, or in other activities under the responsibility of the Secretary of
Transportation, either national or international, as may be assigned by the Secretary.

c. The Transportation Distinguished Service Medal shall be worn and be placed in
precedence immediately above the Coast Guard Distinguished Service Medal.

12. Silver Star

a. For U.S. Army (Section 3746, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (jjj))) and U.S. Air Force
Service (Section 8746, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (kkk))).members,  authorized through “An Act
to Establish the Army Silver Star Medal,” December 15, 1942. For U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine
Corps Service members, authorized by Act of Congress, August 7, 1942 (Public Law 702). The
Army Silver Star was originally known as the “Citation Star” and authorized by the same
Legislation which established the Distinguished Service Cross, July 9, 1918. In 1942, the
Citation Star was replaced by the Silver Star.

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3746 of 10 U, S. C.(reference @j)) (U.S. Army Service
members), Section 6244 of reference (ill) (U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, or U.S. Coast Guard
Service members), and Section 8746 of reference (kkk), (U.S. Air Force Service members). The
Silver Star may be awarded to any individual--military, civilian, or foreign--who, while serving
in any capacity with the Armed Forces of the United States, distinguishes himself or herself by
gallantry in action under any of the following circumstances:

(1)

(2)
force.

(3)

Against an enemy of the United States.

While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign

While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

13. Defense Superior Service Medal

a. Authorized by Executive Order 11904 (reference (j)).
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b. Awarded by the Secretary of Defense to any member of the Armed Forces of the
United States who has rendered superior meritorious service in a position of significant
responsibility while assigned to a joint activity and whose performance cannot be recognized
properly by any other Defense medal.

14. Legion of Merit

a. Authorized by Congress through Stat. 743, July 20, 1942 and subsequently by
Executive Order 9260 (reference (qq)).

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 1121 (reference (mmm)), to a member of the Armed
Forces of the United States without degree. However, awards to members of foreign anneal
forces are made in the degree of Chief Commander, Commander, Officer, and Legionnaire. The
first two degrees are comparable in rank to the Distinguished Service Medal and are usually
awarded to heads of state and to commanders of armed forces, respectively. The last two degrees
are comparable in rank to the award of the Legion of Merit to U.S. Service members.

c. The Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard authorize the letter “V” on the Legion of
Merit. (The Navy did not authorize the letter “V” between April 1974 and August 1990.)

15. Distinguished Flying Cross

a. Authorized by Sections 3749-6245-8749, title 10, U. S. C.,’’Distinguished fl ying cross:
award; limitations” and Section 492, title 14, U. S. C., “Distinguished flying cross” (reference
(nnn)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3749 of reference (nnn) (U.S. Army Service members),
Section 6245 of reference (nnn) (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service members), Section
8749 of reference (nnn) (U.S. Air Force Service members), and Section 492a, 14 U.S.C.
(reference (nnn)) (U.S. Coast Guard Service members). Th,e Distinguished FIying Cross maybe
awarded to any persons who, after April 6, 1917, while serving in any capacity with the United
States Armed Forces, distinguish themselves by heroism or extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial flight.

c. In the Navy and USMC, the performance of an act of heroism after April, 1974, shall be
recognized by a “V” device worn on the suspension and service ribbon of the medal.

16. Soldier’s Medal

a. Authorized by
July 2, 1926.

the same legislation which established the Distinguished Flying Cross,
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b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3750, 10 U.S.C. (reference (000)) to members of the
Armed Forces of the United States or of a friendly foreign nation who, while serving in any
capacity with the U.S. Army, distinguish themselves by heroism not involving actual conflict
with an enemy.

17. Navy and Marine Corps Medal

a. Authorized by the same legislation which established the Navy Silver Star Medal,
August 7, 1942.

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 6246 of 10 U.S.C. (reference (ppp)) to any person who,
while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Navy or the U.S. Marine Corps, distinguishes himself
or herself by heroism not involving actual conflict with the enemy.

18. Airman’s Medal

a. The basis for the Airman’s Medal is the legislation authorizing the Soldier’s Medal, July
2, 1926, as amended July 6, 1960 (reference (qqq)). It was specifically authorized for the Air
Force through enactment of Section 8750, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (qqq)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 8750 of reference (qqq) to members of the Armed Forces
of the United States or foreign military personnel who, while serving in any capacity with the
United States Air Force, distinguish themselves by heroism involving voluntary risk of life under
conditions other than those of actual conflict with an enemy.

19. Coast Guard Medal

a. Authorized through Section 493, title 14 U.S.C. (reference (rrr)).

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 493, title 14 U.S.C. (reference (rrr)) to any person who,
while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Coast Guard, distinguishes himself or herself by
heroism not involving actual conflict with any enemy.

20. Bronze Star

a. Authorized by Executive Order 9419, “Bronze Star Medal,” February 4, 1944,
superseded by Executive Order 11046 (reference (sss)).

b. Awarded to any person who, after December 6, 1941, while serving in any capacity
with the Armed Forces of the United States, distinguishes himself or herself by heroic or
meritorious achievement or service, not involving participation in aerial flight, under any of the
following circumstances:

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

A-7



(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign
force.

(3) While serving with fi-iendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

c. When the Bronze Star is awarded for heroism, a bronze letter “V” (for valor) is worn on
the suspension and service ribbon of that medal.

21. Pumle Heart

a. Established by General George Washington -- known as the “Badge of Military Merit”-
-on August 7, 1782. Revived as the Purple Heart in 1932 by General Douglas MacArthur (War
Department General Orders No. 3, as amended (reference (ttt)) and Navy authority is Executive
Order 9277 (reference (ttt)).

b. Awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States or any civilian
national of the United States who, while serving under competent authority in any capacity with
one of the U.S. Armed Forces, after April 5, 1917, has been wounded, killed, or who has died or
may hereafter die of wounds received under any of the following circumstances:

(1) In action against an enemy of the United States.

(2) In action with an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the Armed
Forces of the United States are or have been engaged.

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

(4) As a result of an act of any such enemy of opposing armed forces.

(5) As the result of an act of any hostile foreign force.

(6) After March 28, 1973, as a result of an international terrorist attack against the
United States or a foreign nation friendly to the United States.

(7) After March 28, 1973, as a result of military operations while serving outside the
territory of the United States as part of a peacekeeping force.

(8) A Service member who is killed or wounded in action as the result of action by
friendly weapon fue while directly engaged in armed conflict, other than as a result of an act of
an enemy of the U. S., unless (in the case of a wound) the wound is the result of willful
misconduct of the member under Section 1129, title 10, U.S.C. (reference (uuu)).
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(9) Before April 25, 1962, while held as a prisoner of war (or while being taken
captive) in the same manner as a former prisoner of war who is wounded on or after that date
while held as a prisoner of war (or while being taken captive under Section 521, DoD
Authorization Act for 1996 (reference (vvv)).

22. Defense Meritorious Service Medal

a. Authorized by Executive Order 12019 (reference (k)).

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to any active duty member of the
Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving in a joint activity, distinguishes himself or
herself by noncombat meritorious achievement or service. The required achievement or service,
while of lesser degree than that required for award of the DSSM, nevertheless must have been
accomplished with distinction.

23. Meritorious Service Medal

a. Authorized by Executive Order 11448, as amended (reference (rr)).

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who distinguish
themselves by outstanding noncombat meritorious achievement or service to the United States.
Normally, the acts or services rendered must be comparable to that required for the Legion of
Merit, but in a duty of lesser though considerable responsibility.

24. Air Medal

a. Authorized by Executive Order 9158, as amended (reference (www)).

b. Awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Armed Forces of
the United States, subsequent to September 8, 1939, distinguishes himself or herself by heroic or
meritorious achievement while participating in an aerial flight.

.

c. Subsequent to April 1974 the letter “V” may be authorized by the Navy and Marine
corps.

25. Aerial Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, February 5, 1988.

b. Awarded for sustained meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight.

t’”
$
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26. Joint Service Commendation Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense Memorandum, June 25, 1963 (reference
(xxx)).

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of the Armed Forces of
the United States who, while assigned to a joint activity after January 1, 1963, distinguish
themselves by meritorious achievement or service.

c. Letter “V” is authorized for wear by all the Services (reference (yyy)).

27. Army Commendation Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretag of War, December 18, 1945, as the Commendation Ribbon
with Metal Pendant. Redesignated the Army Commendation Medal by DA General Order 10,
March 31, 1960.

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving in
any capacity with the U.S. Army after December 6, 1941, distinguish themselves by heroism,
meritorious achievement, or meritorious service. The award may also be made to members of the
armed forces of a friendly foreign nation who, after June 1, 1962, distinguish themselves under
similar circumstances of mutual benefit to the friendly nation and the United States.

c. The Army authorizes wear of the Letter “V” device.

28. Navv and Marine Corps Commendation Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, January 11, 1944--originally known as the
“Navy Commendation Ribbon.” On March 22, 1950, the Secretary of the Navy established the
metal pendant for that award. On August 11, 1960, the Secretary of the Navy changed the name
of the award to the “Navy Commendation Medal” and on August 19, 1994, he changed the name
of the award to the “Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal. ”

b. Awarded to persons who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Navy or U.S.
Marine Corps (including foreign military personnel and members of U.S. Reserve components
on active or in inactive duty), distinguish themselves after December 6, 1941, by heroic or
meritorious achievement or service.

c. The Navy and the Marine Corps authorize the letter “V” device,

29. Air Force Commendation Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, March 28, 1958.
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b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States, below the grade of O-7
and foreign militmy personnel, who, while serving in any capacity with the Department of the
Air Force, distinguish themselves by outstanding achievement or meritorious service.

30. Coast Guard Commendation Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, August 26, 1947--originally known as
“Commendation Ribbon with Metal Pendant.” Redesignated as the “Coast Guard Commendation
Medal” by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, October 2, 1959.

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States, serving in any capacity
with the U.S. Coast Guard, for meritorious service resulting in unusual and outstanding
achievement rendered while the U.S. Coast Guard is serving under Department of Transportation
jurisdiction.

c. The Coast Guard authorizes letter the “V” device.

31. Joint Service Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by DoD Directive 1348.28, March 29, 1984 (reference (zzz)).

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of the Armed Forces of
the United States, below the grade of O-6, who, while assigned to a joint activity after August 3,
1983, distinguish themselves by meritorious achievement or service. The required achievement
or service, while of lesser degree than that required for award of the JSCM, must have been
accomplished with distinction.

32. Army Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Army, April 10, 1981.

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States or foreign military
personnel, who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Army in a noncombat area on or
after August 1, 1981, distinguish themselves by meritorious service or achievement. The
required achievement or service, while of lesser degree than that required for award of the Army
Commendation Medal, must have been accomplished with distinction. The Army Achievement
Medal shall not be awarded to general or flag officers.

33. Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, May 1, 1961 -- the award was originally
known as the “Secretary of the Navy Commendation for Achievement.” Redesignated the “Navy
Achievement Medal” by the Secretary of the Navy Jul y 17, 1967; on August 19, 1994, the award
was again redesignated the “Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.”
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Achievement Medal” by the Secretary of the Navy July 17, 1967; on August 19, 1994, the award
was again redesignated the “Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.”

b. Awarded to members of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps in the rank of O-4 and
below, for service performed on or after May 1, 1961, The Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal shall be awarded for professional and/or leadership achievement in a combat
or noncombat situation based on sustained performance or specific achievement of a superlative
nature.

c. The Navy and Marine Corps authorized the letter “V” during Vietnam and subsequent
to August 2, 1990.

34. Air Force Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, October 12, 1980.

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States and foreign military
personnel, below the rank of O-6, after September 30, 1981, who, while serving in any capacity
with the U.S. Air Force, distinguish themselves by meritorious service or achievement.

35. Coast Guard Achievement Medal

a. Authorized by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, June 4, 1968.

b. Awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States for service
performed on or after April 1, 1967, while serving with U.S. Coast Guard units. Specifically, the
award shall be given for professional and/or leadership achievement in a combat or noncombat
situation based on sustained performance or specific achievement of a superlative nature.

c. Coast Guard authorizes the letter “V” device.

36. Commandant’s Letter of Commendation Ribbon (U.S. Coast Guard)

a. The Commandant’s Letter of Commendation is among the oldest of the awards
presented to members of the U.S. Coast Guard. The ribbon was established on March 17, 1979.

b. Awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States serving in any
capacity with the U.S. Coast Guard for an act or service resulting in unusual or outstanding
achievement, whose performance is lesser than that required for the Coast Guard Achievement
Medal.

37. Combat Action Ribbon

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, February 17, 1969.
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b. Awarded to members of the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps, and the U.S. Coast
Guard, operating under the control of the U.S. Navy, in the grade of O-6, or below, who have
actively participated in ground or surface combat. Personnel who earned the Combat
Infantryman Badge while members of the U.S. Army maybe authorized to wear the Combat
Action Ribbon instead. The principal eligibility criterion is that the Service members must have
participated in a ground or surface combat f~e fight or action during which they were under
enemy fire and their performance while under fire must have been satisfactory.

c. A Service member, whose eligibility has been established in combat
in any of the following listed operations, is authorized the award of the
Combat Action Ribbon. Only one award per operation is authorized, as follows:

(1) Southeast Asia 1 Mar61 - 15 Aug73

(2) Dominican Republic 28 Apr 65-21 Sep 66

(3) USS LIBERTY (AGTR 5) 8-9 Jun67

(4) USS PUEBLO (AGER 2) 23 Jan 68

(5) Operation FREQUENT WIND 28-30 Apr 75

(6) Operation Mayaquez 15 May 75

(7) Grenada 24 Ott 83-2 NOV 83

(8) Lebanon 20 Aug 82-1 Aug 84

(9) Persian Gulf-Specific Units designated by SECNAV.

(10) Operation Just Cause 20 Dec 89-31 Jan 90

(11) Operation Desert Storm 17 Jan91 -28 Feb91

(12) Operation Restore Hope 5Dec92- 31 Mar95

d. Ribbon bars are issued to personnel certified eligible; however, a medal is not
authorized and a citation or certificate shall not be issued. For Service members who qualify in
two or more operations, subsequent awards shall be indicated by the use of a Gold Star on the
ribbon.
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